
I tôs so important to have a mature understanding of  
Scripture.  We become acquainted with the Bible as      
children, and itôs great to learn the cast of characters and 
sequence of events from stories such as Adam, Noah and 
the Ark, and Jonah and the Whale.   But as we become 
adults, we need a mature understanding of these biblical 
stories, or they will seem childish and unbelievable.   

Hereôs a mature understanding of Scripture.  The Bible is a 
spiritual book.  It reveals the truth about God and how God wants us to live.  The 
Bible is not a history book or a science text book.  That is not to say there arenôt 
scientific truths or historical facts in the Bible; there certainly are.  But it is to say 
that the Bibleôs primary purpose is not to teach science or chronicle history.     
Science and history ask the questions, ñHow?ò and ñWhen?ò  Science explains 
how things happen.  History explains when things happen.  The Bible asks 
ñWho?ò and ñWhy?ò  God is who created the world, and the Bible tells us why, 
what Godôs purpose is for us.    

Regrettably, so many people have a childish understanding of Scripture.  This 
leads to the erroneous conclusion that ñscience disproves the Bible,ò or that, ñone 
cannot be a Christian and believe in evolution.ò  Both of those statements are 
false.  The Bible transcends science to reveal the truest meanings of life.  The  
Bible gives science meaning.  Without the Bible, science (and all of life), are 
meaningless. 

This February we are continuing a series of sermons designed to teach the deep, 
spiritually mature meanings of the classic stories we first learned as children.  In 
January we reconsidered the biblical stories of creation, the Garden of Eden,    
Adam and Eve, and Cain and Able.  In February, we will look at Noah and the 
Ark, the Tower of Babel, Father Abraham, and other classics from the first pages 
of the Old Testament.  I encourage you to come to worship this February so that 
you will be an informed Christian.  Not someone who is slightly embarrassed 
about the Bible, but someone who is actually proud of the brilliant narratives and 
profound philosophy contained therein. 

As someone who loves the Bible, and really loves to teach it, I am excited for this 
month. 

 

Pastor Rich 
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Loving God 

Loving People 

Bringing the two together 

January & February 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

2 
Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
Menôs Ministry/
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

3 4 
Assembly Room 
In Use 
Habitat for  
Humanity 
ñDouse for a 
Houseò  

5 
10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 
 

6 
Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 
 
Personnel Comm. 
7:00 pm 

7 
Worship  
Comm. 
6:30 pm  

8 
Blood Drive  
12:00-5:00pm 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 
Finance Comm. 
7:00 pm 

9 
Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
Christian Ed. 
7:00pm 
Congregational 
Life 7:00pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
 

10 
 

11 
Assembly Room 
In Use 

12 
10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 

13 
Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

14 
 

15  
No School 
 
Session 7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

16  
No School 
Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
 
Menôs Ministry/
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

17 
No School 
 
Deacons  
Meeting 
12:30pm 

18 
 

19 
10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 
Assembly Room  
In Use After 
Worship 

20 
Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

21 
 

22 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

23 
Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
 
Menôs Ministry/
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

24 25 
 
 

26 
10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 

27 
Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

28 
 

    



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Service 6:00 pm 

2 
 
Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
Menôs Ministry/
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

3 4 

 
 

5 

10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 

6  

Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 
 
Personnel Comm. 
7:00 pm 

7 

Worship  
Comm. 
6:30 pm  

8 
Blood Drive  
12:00-5:00pm 
Vesper Service 6 pm 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
Kingdom Fit 
6:45-7:30 pm 
Finance Comm. 
7:00 pm 

9 

Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
Christian Ed. 
7:00pm 
Congregational 
Life 7:00pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
 
10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 

13 

Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 
 

 

14 

 

15 Vesper Service 
6:00pm 

Session 7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:45-7:30 pm 

16 

Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
 
Menôs Ministry/
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

17 

Deacons Meeting  

12:30 pm 

18 

 

 

19 

10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 
 

 

20 

Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

21 

 

21 

Vesper Service 
6:00pm 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:45-7:30 pm 

22 

Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
 
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

23 24 

 

25 

10:00am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00am 
Worship 

26 

Hand Bell Choir  
7:00 pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:00-7:00 pm 

27 

 

28 

Vesper Service 
6:00pm 
 
Kingdom Kids  
6:00-7:30pm 
 
Kingdom Fit 
6:45-7:30 pm 

29 

Praise Worship 
practice 6:30 pm 
 
Manly Marriage 
7:00 pm 
 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

30 31 
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February Birthdays                
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March Birthdays   

   

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Louie Spelich    3rd 

¶ Sydney Moser    3rd 

¶ Jay Audino    4th 

¶ Howard Kinney   8th  

¶ Diane Gabriel    12th  

¶ Dick Flannery    15th  

¶ Don Thompson   15th  

¶ Kathy Finley    17th 

 

 

¶ Sue Frenz    17th 

¶ Lauren Wolfe    19th 

¶ Tess Ambrosini   19th 

¶ Emily (Richards) Horrell  20th  

¶ Kimberly Locke  21st  

¶ Bernadette Schaffner   22nd  

¶ Bonnie Ritorto    23rd  

¶ Bill Coates    24th 

¶ Florence Walker   24th 

 

 

 

 

¶ Charmayne Bradley   1st 

¶ Danielle Pacchioni   1st 

¶ Joshua Byler    1st 

¶ Mary Jane Camerot  4th 

¶ Sara Brest    4th 

¶ Hunter Turk    4th 

¶ Kiley Fair   4th 

¶ Laurel Michalek  4th 

¶ Marilyn Reed   7th 

¶ Lois Balph   8th 

¶ Todd Alexander   13th 

¶ Dale McClain   15th 

¶ Trish Newell   15th 

¶ Janet Marquis    16th 

¶ Johny Wolfe    18th 

¶ Peggy Gibbons   18th 

¶ Preston Turk   18th 

¶ Susan Thomas   19th 

¶ Jolene Cercone   20th 

¶ Parker Dando   20th 

¶ Janet Markowitz  21st 

¶ Nathaniel Pitzer   22nd 

¶ Jeremiah Vojtko  26th 

¶ Alexander Fee   29th 

¶ Tanya Fee   29th 

¶ Lonnie Davis   30th 

¶ Cindy Richman   31st 

¶ Thomas Perotta   31st 
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Habitat for Humanity 
Highland Home 
By Alice Sacherich  

 
 
Some of you may remember that in the year 2001, Highland 
committed to raising enough money to sponsor an entire Habitat 
home.  It was a big step of faith.  At that time, a home required 
close to $60,000 in funding.  (Now it is more like $90,000).  We 
were rewarded by our leap of faith by actually raising close to 
$75,000éenough for a good start on second home.  In addition, 
Highland members supported the building of the home in other 
ways such as providing lunches and devotions for the volunteers. 
 
The future owner chosen for the home was Judy Buchanan, a 
grandmother who had taken on the responsibility of raising her 
two grandchildren, Chelsea (then 3 yrs) and Jared (then 8 years).  
Sue Alexander and Bette & Ron Meek took on the role of Family 

Partners, the mentors who walked alongside Judy as she worked hard to satisfy the requirements of helping to 
build the home and earn the other ñsweat equityò hours that were required of her. 
 
Members of the Highland family should be delighted to know that in 
2016, Judy paid off her mortgage and now owns her Moody Avenue 
home free and clear.  The first Habitat home in Lawrence County 
was built in 1997, and Judy is only the second person to complete 
paying off her house!  In turn, those mortgage payments have gone to 
help fund some of the other twenty-four Habitat homes that have 
been built in Lawrence County.   
 
Judy reports that during the time she has lived there, she has also 
housed some of her other grandchildren, all who are doing well, and 
some of whom are now married.  Jared is now working in a nursing 
home and loves what he is doing.  Many families have shared that he 
has made the lives of his patients much better because of his tender 
care.  His response has been ñThat is because I live with my grandma and I love living with her.ò  Judyôs  
former mortgage payments are now going towards Chelseaôs education.  Chelsea is now a freshman at  
California State University majoring in Psychology.  She is adjusting well.  Her grades are excellent, and she is 
also a member of the dance and drill team.  
 
It is good to know that Highlandôs efforts in  2001 and 2002 have yielded such positive results.  It appears that 
our step of faith has made a difference, not only in the lives of the Buchanan family, but also in the lives of 
generations to come.. 
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Highland Preschool News  

 

 Our preschool has had an amazing 2016! In our first year, we ended with 27 students. Going into 
our second full year, we registered an unprecedented 21 in our 3 & 4 Year Program, 26 in our PreK       
Program, and 9 in our Extended Day Enrichment! We begin registration for the 2017-2018 academic year 
on February 1st. We are looking forward to some exciting changes to our PreK Program. We will be       
extending our school day for all students, to provide more hands-on learning experience to prepare our 
students for Kindergarten. Please see our online brochure for full details!  

 In addition to our program make-over, our classroom has enjoyed a face-lift as well! Over the 
summer break, the classroom and adjoining restroom received some bright new paint. During the    
Christmas break, our classroom began to receive new carpet and hard-surface flooring. The project should 
be complete by February 1st, 2017 ð just in time for our class Valentineõs Party! 

 The remainder of our school year promises to be fun-filled! We will be visiting the New Castle 
Playhouse with our PreK class in March to see Shrek Jr. Both of our classes will participate in our science 
unit on hatching chicks, and Community Helper Days is right around the corner! If you are a Community 
Helper, and would like to present an activity to our class, please contact Kiley Fair at                             
highlandup.preschool@gmail.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

Our PreK students participating in a science lab òMaking Snowó 

 

 

mailto:highlandup.preschool@gmail.com
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Ý Tim and Rosemary Roe would like to thank the congregation and Rich for all your prayers, notes and cards  since 
Tim's diagnosis of Leukemia.  They have offered strength and encouragement during a most difficult time.  God 
bless you all!  

Ý Highland supports our military.  Please notify Kathy Finley if you know someone out of the states who would     
appreciate a care package from our church. 

Ý Relay for Life is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th at Shenango High School from 10:00-10:00. If anyone is        
interested in being part of the Highland Relay team, see Kathy Finley or Rich to register.  

Ý Lenten Vesper Services will start Wednesday, March 1st at 6:00 pm. 

Ý Members of Highland Presbyterian Church helped prepare and serve Christmas Dinner to 45 clients of Lawrence 
County Cares for the 9th year in a row.  Thank you for your help! 

Ý Highland Presbyterian Churchôs Menôs Ministry helped distribute Thanksgiving meals to those less fortunate at the 
Sankey Center this year, handing out over 300 meals.   

Ý On Maundy Thursday April 13th, there will be a Seder Meal at 6:00 pm.  Reservations are required, $5.00 per     
person. 

Ý Confirmation Class:  Baptized Members of the Church, ages 12 and up, who are interested in being confirmed as 
adult members, please see Pastor Rich or contact the Church office.  If there is sufficient interest, a confirmation 
class will be held Sunday evenings from the first Sunday of Lent through Pentecost.   

In Other News 

Cardio Kickboxing with Kristin Pascoe 

Monday & Wednesday 6:00 pmï 7:00 pm 

$5.00 per class for non church members. 

$2.50/class for church members. 

 

 

Open to all ages!

Co -taught by Greg and Laurel Michalek

A discussion class on the excerpts of 

Bonhoefferõs writings, letters, and sermons. 

Bonhoeffer was a German pastor, 

theologian, spy, and martyr who lived 

from 1906 -1945.

If interested, please contact the church 

office

A Year with Dietrich Bonhoeffer



 
Ordination Sunday  
Ordination Sunday was held on January 15th, 2017.   

Congratulations, amberlyn light!  
Baptized January 8th, 2017 

PAGE 8 FLING 

Elders 

Dan Broschart 

Mike Fornataro 

Bill Heasley  

Ken Richards 

Deacons 

Peggy Gibbons 

Jeff Pitzer 

Alma Thompson 


